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Synopsis

Why are some places better than others? Why do we get out of our cars and walk through certain
towns, and take the bypass around others? Why are some neighborhood parks assets to their
communities, and others liabilities? What if we want our public spaces to be assets in our
communities and neighborhoods, but don&#x92;t know how to make them thrive? How do we make
our public spaces into great community places? The result of 25 years of experience working in
communities around the country and internationally, How to Turn a Place Around is a primer for
everyone from mayors to community members on evaluating and transforming public spaces into
thriving centers of community activity. Sections include: Why Places are Important to Cities; What
Makes a Place Great; Why Many Public Spaces Fail; An Alternative Approach to Planning; The 11
Principles of Creating Great Public Spaces; and a Workbook For Evaluating Public Spaces.
Through examples of peoples&#x92; experiences in other cities, PPS demonstrates that, with an
understanding of how a place works, any place can be &#x93;turned around.&#x94; &#x93;Today
there is a growing understanding of how a focus on place can change how design and engineering
professionals function,&#x94; writes Fred Kent in the book&#x92;s forward. &#x93;If we move away
from our own agendas and toward the idea of creating places, there will be a major shift in how our
communities and cities function and grow. In fact, many communities are turning to alternatives to
the traditional, project-oriented approach to neighborhood revitalization. We are making headway.
Downtowns are once again becoming places to walk and shop and gather. Our city parks are
greener than at any time since the turn of the last century, and we are discovering new ways for

them and for our downtown plazas and civic squares to function as centers of community life.&#x94;
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